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Synopsis

Available here for the first time in paperback, Women in Scripture is a landmark one-volume
reference work exploring all the women mentioned in the Bible, named and unnamed, well known
and heretofore not known at all. The book comprises more than 800 articles, written by the finest
scholars in the field, that examine the numerous women who have often been obscured by the
androcentric nature of the biblical record and by centuries of translation and interpretation that have
paid little or no attention to them.The women of scripture are remarkably varied--from prophets to
prostitutes, military heroines to musicians, deacons to dancers, widows to wet nurses, rulers to
slaves. Here are familiar faces, such as Eve, Judith, and Mary, seen anew with the full benefit of the
most up-to-date biblical scholarship. But the most innovative aspect of the book is the section
devoted to the many women who in the scriptures do not even have names.In both scope and
accessibility, Women in Scripture is an exceptional work. Combining rigorous scholarship with
engaging prose, these articles on women in the Hebrew Bible, the Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical

books, and the New Testament will inform, delight, and challenge all readers interested in the Bible.
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Customer Reviews

This is not as specialized a reference work as you would suspect from the title. The six introductory
articles are among the best | have read on the development of the canon, hermeneutics, and the
status of biblical scholarship. These run a mere ten or sixteen columns each, yet feel

comprehensive. They reveal the editors’ infatutuation with statistical information (numbers of male



named in the Bible vs. the number of females; the number of named women vs. the number of
unnamed women; names that recur most frequently, etc.), and their interest in exploring what these
statistics hint at. Clearly the editors and authors enjoyed creating this landmark publication. While
the authors are not timid scholars, they seem to know when they have reached a dead end or hit an
informational barrier. When the Bible is silent on an issue, they are comfortable acknowledging
it.Also worth praising is the organization of the book. Part | consists of all the women named in the
Bible (including the Deuterocanonical/Apocryphal books) in alphabetical order; Part |l lists all the
unnamed women (or groups of women, such as, "Daughters of Lot" and "Women at Vashti’'s
Banquet") in Bible book order (following the NRSV sequencing) by their earliest significant Scripture
reference; Part |, perhaps the most fascinating section, is a compilation of female deities and
personifications (such as, "Asherah/Asherim," "Female Images of God in the Hebrew Bible,"
"Woman Wisdom," and "No 'Male and Female’ in Christ Jesus"). While great care has been made in
providing cross-referencing, there is no general index to the volume.
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